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Randy Kerel, a Canadian, (see his photo) proved within a very short time from his arrival in Sulaymaniyah, Iraqi Kurdistan, in 1999, to be a friendly man to the people he worked for. He started as an Operation Officer; then, a Plan Officer for UNOPS Mine Action Programme till he left in Oct.2003. What friendliness can one detect in that? May be nothing. But hold on, Randy Kerel was a friend to the children, the youth, the farmers, and the women of Kurdistan. Other than de-mining, many demands of those people stirred his mind.
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Most of the UN national employees could not use the gym hall at the UN Head Quarter before he started renovating it from his own money & collecting some from other internationals. 

Hardy Primary School in his neighbourhood was in a poor condition. He saw that from the roof of the house he rented. He did not see a proper playing ground for the children. He decided to spend lots & lots of his own money to renovate the school & build up a nice soccer field with higher fences (see photo).
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Randy Kerel planting some joy among sick children

In coordination with UNOHCI Secretary Lourdes Ibarra, Randy Kerel Collected money from UN national & international staff in Jan. 2002 and presented clothes & toys to the children who lay sick at EMERGENCY Hospital, Pediatric Hospital and those orphans who were at the three orphanages for girls & boys in Sulaymaniyah (see photo). 
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	He used to stop whenever he passed by the broken windmill in the village of Zhalanaw, during his frequent trips to the minefields of Balaso in Maidan/Khanaqin area. 

He decided to fix it from his own money by tasking one of the national engineers working for UNOPS MAP to do that during his leisure time. 

He donated for building a teachers’ house in the village of Qamish in Mawat besides supporting the seasonal magazine, Shinkayaty, the villagers issued in that area.




Randy Kerel, after leaving the programme, sold all his equipment at his accommodation and decided to donate the money to the orphans in the three orphanages in Sulaymaniyah. 

Moreover, he used to buy birds from children & villagers on highways, breed them till they grew wings & strong to release them later on.

There were others who helped the Kurds but mostly through their work only. 

Randy is one of those who loved the Kurdish people & the Kurds loved him because he did more than that his duties demanded. I believe that the Kurds will remember him for a long time. 

